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Field scabiousField scabious
Field scabious ( Knautia arvensis (L.) J.M. Coult .) 
member of the teseal family

Noxious weed in Bulkley -Nechako, Kootenay -
Boundary, & Thompson -Nicola regional districts

Habitat : dry meadows, pastures, open woods 
and roadsides. North America, cultivated as an 
ornamental

Description : Perennial, native to Europe and 
portions of Africa & Asia.  30 to 130 cm tall, 
branching, both taproots and lateral, 
underground stolons . Older plants with multiple 
stems.  Flowering June through September, 
flower heads on the same plant mature at 
different times.  Flowerheads are terminal and 
contain 55 to 100 pink -purple florets. Flowers 
either female or hermaphroditic and potandrous
(will produce viable seed if self -pollinated).  
Fruits are single seeded.  Basal leaves coarsely 
toothed with fine hairs.  Stem leaves opposite, 
feather shaped, decrease in size upwards along 
the stem.


